
 
 

Instructors: Ms. Alexandra Mazza & Mrs. Melissa Herron 

Emails: alexandra.mazza@henhudschools.org & melissa.golioherron@henhudschools.org 

Phone: (914) 257-5800 

 

Welcome to English 9!  You will find some important information below that will help to 

ensure a most successful year for you.  Please review this information again with your 

parent/guardian and have them sign the last sheet of paper. 

 

Course Description: Prerequisite: None.  

 

The English 9 course is an overview of excellent literature across the major forms and 

genres (short story, novel, poetry, drama, epic poetry, and literary non-fiction).  Each unit 

focuses on a genre and related theme (ex. Drama and Fate), designed to broaden 

opportunities for reading pleasure and develop competency in writing, listening, and 

speaking.  In line with the school policy, considerable attention is paid to the development 

of writing skills through regularly assigned essays, compositions, journals, and letters. 

Emphasis is placed on grammar, punctuation, vocabulary, and spelling.  Writing is done 

regularly and is based on literature, current events, and/or student experiences.  Speeches 

are incorporated into the curriculum in a variety of ways, as well.  Students are expected 

to become thoroughly familiar with MLA research skills and will complete several 

research projects.  

 

Note: Preparation for the new CCSS English Regents starts on this grade level.  

 

Course Content:  

Students will read various short stories, non-fiction, poems, essays, and novels/plays 

including, but not limited to, the following texts:  

● The Hunger Games - Suzanne Collins 

● Discovering Wes Moore - Wes Moore 

● Our Town - Thornton Wilder 

● Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck 

● Romeo and Juliet - Shakespeare 

● Various poems, short stories, and non-fiction articles 

● Independent reading will also be required. 

*Texts and other reading selections are added/subtracted at the teacher’s discretion.  



Materials: 

● Accordion Style Folder (also known as: “Expanding File Folder”) with at least 6 file 

pockets OR a 3-ring binder 

● Marble Composition Notebook 

● Blue or black pens, pencils 

● Index Cards (3’’ x 5’’)  

● A place to record homework assignments: 

○ HHHS Assignment Pad/Day-time Planner 

 

Student Responsibilities: 

● Class participation is essential for any effective English class.  Therefore, a class 

participation grade will be assigned based on arriving on time, being prepared, and 

respectful.  Arriving late to class is not acceptable.   

● Respect your teachers, your peers, and your classroom.  You will be treated as 

respectful young adults, and are expected to act as such.   

● No cell phones; they are to be stored in your backpack unless otherwise instructed. 

Additionally, please put away iPods/headphones/smart devices upon entering the 

room.   

● You are expected to complete homework when it is assigned.  See the homework 

policy below for details.  

● Email: Check your HHHS email and Ms. Mazza/Mrs. Herron’s website daily for 

course information.  

● Hendrick Hudson Technological Tools: Use as directed/applicable ie: Turnitin.com, 

Google Apps, Moodle, Edmodo, and Noodle Tools.  

● Always do your own work.  There is zero tolerance towards any type of 

plagiarism.  Students should cite outside sources (tutors, friends, other teachers, 

the Internet [including Sparknotes], print sources, and parents) appropriately. 

Please refer to the Hendrick Hudson Code of Conduct and the Hendrick Hudson 

School Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism for further information.   

● Abuse of a privilege results in a loss of that privilege.  

 

Grading Policy: 

● Grades are computed based on class participation, homework, tests, quizzes, essays, 

projects, research, presentations, classwork, and effort.   

● Students will be assessed using the New York State Regents Rubric and Common 

Core State Standards Rubrics, respectively.  

● HHHS grading adheres to a point-based grading system.  

 

 

 

 



Attendance: 

● Students should arrive to class on time and be in their seats before the bell rings.   

● If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  Emailing 

me, checking my website, and asking a classmate are all great ways to find out 

what you are required to make up in the case of an absence from class.   

○ Graded work missed during an absence will appear as a zero on Infinite 

Campus until it is made up.  

○ All tests and quizzes must be made up within three (3) days of an absence.  

○ If a long-term project/assignment is due when you are ill, you are still 

required to hand it in electronically.  The understanding here is that you 

have completed your assigned work well in advance of the due date.  

○ You are welcome to hand in work earlier than expected deadlines! 

○ If a hard copy is required, you may hand it to Ms. Mazza or Mrs. Herron 

directly when we are available, or give it to a secretary in the main office to 

be put in my mailbox.  (Be sure to say thank you!) 

● A note on cutting: Cutting class is a serious offense.  Student absences will be 

dealt with according to the district attendance policy.  Therefore, any student who 

voluntarily absents himself/herself from class will be penalized with a zero grade for 

the day’s work, and this grade will be reflected in the quarterly average.  This 

includes unexcused absences on long-term assignment due dates.  

 

Homework Policy: 

● Homework will be posted every day on the whiteboard located in our classroom, as 

well as on Ms. Mazza/Mrs. Herron’s website.  Students are responsible for copying 

their assignments into their assignment pads/planners at the beginning of every 

class period.  

● Students will be assigned independent practice/reading/homework on a daily basis, 

and should plan on dedicating at least 20-30 minutes to English per night. 

● Homework is expected to be submitted on the day it is due.   

○ Late Policy: After the due date, students have one week to turn in their 

homework assignment for a penalty of a 5-point deduction per day.  After one 

week has passed, students are still able to turn in the assignment at any 

point in the quarter, however the highest grade they may receive on the 

assignment is a 50.   

● Class discussion and progress in the curriculum will be significantly more 

rewarding and pleasurable when independent practice/reading/homework is 

completed to the best of students’ ability.   

● Academic honesty and integrity is of the utmost importance.  Please discern 

between working with a friend and copying.  Do not share homework unless 

specifically directed.  Giving out and/or copying homework will result in a zero for 

both parties involved. 



 

Essays/Projects:  

● Typed, double-spaced, page numbered, 12-point font, and stapled before you come 

to class.  

● Arial, Cambria, or Times New Roman font and standard 1-inch margins.  

● Correct spelling and punctuation are expected as a minimum requirement and are 

counted as part of the final essay grade.  

● All essays will be kept in the classroom file folder after they are graded.  Papers will 

remain in the classroom in the students’ writing portfolios until the end of the year.  

● Word to the wise: Always make a copy and save your work! 

 

Parent Portal: 

● Teachers will enter student assignments into the grade book as they are assigned to 

students so that parents and students can stay better informed and students can 

take ownership of their learning.  Assignment grades will be updated weekly. 

Please keep in mind that specific assignment grades will be posted within a 

reasonable time frame with the understanding that the time required to grade 

assignments will vary depending on the nature and complexity of the assignment, 

and the number of students in a given class. Parents should be aware that each 

teacher is unique, with different courses, students, and schedules.  With these 

minimum standards in place, we expect that parents will be able to get useful 

information online from all of their child’s teachers.  Parents are kindly asked to 

refrain from comparing the length, number, and duration of teacher assignments 

between courses and sections.  

 

Additional Information: 

● You are expected to complete the work that is assigned to the best of your ability.  

● Please do not abuse your bathroom privileges.  You may sign yourself out to use the 

bathroom during work time.  

● Please make a constant effort to keep the room neat and clean.  

● If you need extra help with anything, please do not hesitate to ask!  

 

We look forward to getting to know your student and embarking on their ninth grade 

English experience alongside them.  We are always available for any questions, 

comments, or concerns you may have and can most easily be reached via email at 

alexandra.mazza@henhudschools.org.  Ms. Mazza is available for extra help after school 

every Monday, from 2:25 PM-3:25 PM in room 211. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ms. Alexandra Mazza & Mrs. Melissa Herron 



 

 

 

Student & Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement 

 

We have thoroughly read and understand the English 9 course guidelines; we understand 

what is expected of the students in this class.  

 

_______________________________ (Name of Student) is aware that the best way to earn a 

passing grade is to fully participate in class, complete all of the assignments to the best of 

one’s abilities, and submit all work on time.   

 

Date: _________________________ 

Student’s printed name: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student signature: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 


